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TRACT 
OF THE 


Great Oppreſs:ons and Injuries which the late 
MANAGERS of the 


Faſt-India-Company 


Have Acted on the LIVES, LIBERTIES and 
ESTATES of their Fellow-Subjeds. 


WITH A SHORT 


ACCOUNT 


OF I fO9Et1K 


Unjuſt Dealings with the Natives in ſundry 
Parts of I NDI A; which has ſo much exposd the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of the Nation, and hazarded the Loſs 
of that Advantageous Trade; 


Humbly Preſented to the Conſideration of the Honourable, the Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, in Parliament Aſſembled. 


HEY have been great Promoters of Arbitrary Government, endea- 

vouring by all Ways and Means to deſtroy the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the People, and enſlave us both at home and abroad to the 
Abſolute 1/37 and Pleaſare of the late Xing and Themſelves; as ap- 
pears by the following Intimations of their moſt /llegal Praftices. 

In the Firſt and Second Years of the Reign of the late Xing, theydid pro- 
cure his ſaid Majeſty's Proclamations, prohubiting their Fellow-Subjecs trom 
Trading to Irdia, and commanding all Perſons from their Employments and 
Settlements in thoſe Parts, to repair to the Company's Garriſons in India, or re- 
turn home on Pain of Death, and Forfeiture of Eſtate. 

They procurd Judgment to be given in the King's Bench by the late Chief 
Fuſtice Jefferies, whereby the King's Proclamation was declar'd to be Law, 
end Juries directed to find Damages accordingly. And thereupon, moſt vexa- 

A tzous 
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tious and chargeable Suits were brought againſt ſundry Perfons, for ſuch im- 
menſe Sums as 150 and 200000 Pound-Actions, and diverlc People were 1]- 
« tegally Fin'd on Informations of pretended © Mifdemeanors, for Trading to 
 Tudia : Some Ships deſign'd on Voyages thither, have been Arbitrarily ob- 
ſtructed, and others, at their Return, torcd to Ranſom their Cargoes at the 
Coſt of the Fitth Part of their Valugg ; whereby great Sums ot Money have 
been extorted from the Subje& contfary to all Juitice and the known-Laws of 
the Land ; and for the carrying on theſe their unlawful and exorbitant y & 

1e 


-prefionis, zthey pracyy'd F Tetter &q" Late *, to! the Julfge of 
ward] 4 hich © deliver d Kyilont of _y acuts iſt ofict Conrt ; 
whereby he was over-aw'd 1n the Execution of his Ofhice, and the due 
courſe of Law and Juſtice obſtrutted : 3By which illegal Proceedings ſeve- 
ral of their Fellow-Subjz&s have beep dapnnify'd to the amounx.of 40000 1... 

They, did procure: @ Slyp of. xl 1 0:King's.t6)) Vc! ſent to Jade, with 
Commiſſion to ſeize, of deſtrpy 4ll-the Ships -and Googs of their Fellow- 
Subjefs that were: found” in*the:Lithity off their-Charrer ; and accordingly, 
ſaid Man of War did ſeize and occaſion the deſtradtzon of Lhree Ships and 
Cargoes, to the value of about 6go00 |.  _ 8 FF l 

They diff :al(o pr6cyrg Powertrom the Late: Kirg, to eq Courts of 
Tudicature ,-and exetcife Farſhat-Law within the Timurs of their Che rter ; 
and, to paſs final Sentence in Caſes Ciyil and, Criminal without Appeal 
to: Eugland,\ which is hanibly conceivd 'to: be a moſt Arbitrary Invaſion of 
the Fundamental Rights and Liberties of their -Fellow-Subjetts. 

They did by their fnfluences at Coart, procure the late Xz»g's Commiſſion 
to the Commanders of. their own freighted Ships , with Icave to wear the 
Royal Enfigns ; under which they have jeiz'd ſeveral of their Fellow-Subjects 
Ships apd Cyrgo's in Hiffa, carrying them to thoſe-Places wheze they-have 
ſet/up. Vnlazfuf Courts, Which they call Coprrs of Admyralty ; ag therg made 
Prize of thegy,” tothe Ruinc of their Proprictogs, f8Hm who theyRavd 3n 
this manner taken the Value of above 500co 1. 

As to their moſt unaccountable Aﬀtions at St. Helena, in deſtroying, as well 
the-Lives as Efates of rheir Fellow-Sulietts at_ that -Place, ;This:/Zonouralle 
'Huſe has bdent already * Preſented witlt a-partictlax' Account thereof -by the 
_ Humble Petirions of ſpme of the Perfors agriev'd,” ſhewing, .that-beſides four 
Men which: were kill'd ,. and fourteen.-wounded j they executed -Two'by a 
Court Wegally erefted by the Governor there, and five more were put:to Death 
by a Court-Mar(bal, ſet up in that Place by the Companys Procurement. 

For the obtaining, and ſupport of this Unlimited, Arbitrary Power over 
their Fellow-SubjeQs, "Thoſe that manag'd the Aﬀair, have preſunrd to Iſſue 
out Great Sums of the Company's Money under the Title of Secret Services ; 
And they had brought themſclves under the Annual Tribute of Ten Thouſand 
Guinneas to the Crows as was feveral years paid to the, Two Late Aims... + 

Nothing can be more notorious than the exorbitant Power they uſe to aſ- 
ſume over thoſe that are concern'd with them, as well Merchants and Mari- 
ners in their Service, as Owners of Ships they take to Freight : Whereof Nu- 
merous Inſtances might be given ; But: it may ſuffice for all ro obſerve, That 
upon any Difference which happens between them-and any of the forelaid 
Perſons, They compel them to fland to ſuch Determination, as ſhall be made 
by. Arbitrators choſen out of their Own Committee, And fo their Will is their 
Law; And they are both Parties and Judges in the Cale, which is a moſt Arbi- 
trary inſulting over theiy fellow Subjects. | 

They did fome time ſince take upon them to deny Payment of Moneys 
when due,, and requir'd by their Creditors, and pretuntd to affix a Writing 
over.their,Door, declaring that they would not- diſcharge any of their faid 
Debes till a certain time as they were therein pleas'd to appoint, 


Some 
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Some of the prevailing Members in the Committee , have of fate preſfurn'd 
to introduce a new way of vending the Company's Goods by Private Com 
traf ; which 4s dire&ly -contrary $0 their Eſtablyh'd Rules ; and 1s verv pres 
judicial to the Zrading Merchants 1n general , as well as to the Company's 
Intereſt, being a Monegoly 2 it felt, and dehgn'd only for the private AGVan- 
tage of forme tew Perſons that are admitted to a Concern theren. 

They have raken upon-them to ;mpoſe 7egat Oatbs on ther tcloweSubs 
19s both at home and abroad ;As for one Inſtance, Their General Six 7 O F/ N 
C H1L D; torcd this following Oath to be Subfcribd and Sworn to Ly 
ſundry Sea-men belonging to the Ship Adventure in the River of Surrat, be« 
fore he wovld-pay them thew Wages, v2. | 


The Subſcriber, will be Obedient to His Majeſty, and obſervant 
of His Authority eftabliſhd here abroad, and hereby declare, i 
will, in Odedience t0 Hi: Proclamation, Royal and Righteous C oms 
mand, withdraw my elf from, and wholly relinquiſh with Abbor« 
rence, all Rebels and lnterlopers. Witneſs my Handt. | 


They have of late years ſent out Ships to Jndia at moft unſeaſonable 
times, and detain'd then there much longer thanufual , or than any real 
Intereſt of the Company's in a Regular Management of the Trade would re, 
quire; and fince, by their great Negle&s, the Dutc'took the Advantage.to 
make themfetves Maſlers of Bantam, whereby they were expuls'd from their 
moſt Commodious Settlement there, They have employ'd Shups for the pro. 
curement of Pepper to ſuch Places, which for the known Unhealthineſs ot this 
Air, were formerly excepred in Charrer-Parties; by all which'moſ! imprus 
dent and ifregular AQions, they have'occa/ton'd rhe Lofs of ſeveral Theaujauds 
of our beſt Sea-men, and defiroyed feveral conſideralle Ships, to the gr75t Das 
mage of the Nation m'general, as well as ta the particular Owners ; An cat 
of this Ruine to others, the Company hope to reap the Benefit of employin 
faid Ships fome Years, without paying any thing at laſt tor Freight of De 
morage due to them. | 
' Betides theſe evil Pradtices on their Fellow-Subjects, whoſe Lives and 
Eſtates they have rhus difpos'd of at their Pleaſure, their late Dealings alſ 
with the Natives of Judia, have been maft unjuſt and unaccountable: For fi & 
their General Sir Johs Chitd,did by their Order borrow of the Merchants of % 
fat for their Accounts, abour 400000 |. Sterling ; And then withdrew frog 
the Place without rendring any fatisfaction tor that wat Defr; And - 
his Arrival ar their Ffland of Bombay, he employ'd the Englith Shi 5 Mins 
der his Command to make further ſpoil on the Mogul/'s Subjects b - 
ſeizing all rheir Ships and Goods they could meer with ; which viehama 
they committed under the Royal Enfigns of our Nation, And by the aft 
advice from thoſe Parts they had raken about fifteen Sail, computed p 
amount .in rhe whole to a much Zigger Sum than their aforeſaid D be 
which they letr unpaid at Surrar : And theſe their ſtrange roms = 
are in all reſpects moſt unjuſtitiable ; for they have not, 1n realit . 
ceiv'd any Injuries that require ſuch Reparations, Nor did the n+ 
due Applications to the Great Mogall, for Redreſs of their pretended Gllies - 
before they acted the torefaid Depredations upon his Subjects, y 

In feveral Ports m the Bay of Bengal, which are alſo in the Dole 
ons of the Great Meogall, they have not only usd the like force in taks- 
their Ships, but alſo made Afſaults on the Land ; deftroying the Houſes, G 
2nJ4 Ships in Harbour by Fire ; and killing many of the Inhabitapr- 
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All theſe cruel Outrages have been committed without any pfovocations that may 
help to extenuare, much leſs juſtifie them : Nor has the ſuccels of their Attempts 
been better than the Merits of their Cauſe ; for by the prepoſterous AQtings of 
thoſe to whom they committed the management of theſe Martial Exploits,there 
ſeems to have been a fatal Infatuation amongſt them ; and all they have hither- 
to done in near Three Years, is only to deprive themſelves of that moſt Bene- 
ficial Trade, and dig Graves for many hundreds of our Country-Menthat were 
employ'd i that unhappy and unjuſtifiable Expedition. FE 6 

They ſeem to deſign ro ſet up thisnew Trade of Warfare, and make it their 
main Buſineſs iti all Places; for upon moſt unjuſt, groundleſs and trivclous pre- 
tences they have likewiſe made War on the Xing of Siam, wherein their Zngrati- 
tude doth highly aggravate their Crime ; for that Prince has not only always 
treated them in a very friendly manner, but been even /aviſh of his Favours to 
thoſe of Our Nation, who have Traded.to, or reſided 1n his Kingdom ; Ard 
he had taker into his Service ſeveral of our Country-Men, amongſt whom, 
ſome were preferr'd to places of great Command, which was for the Z/onvur, 
and hight have been (as in ſome Inſtances it prov'd) forthe conſiderable Irte- 
reſt and Advantage of the Nation 8nd Company. But in June 87. Two Vellels of 
War belonging to the Company, beſiegd and aſſaulted the Port of Mergen,where 
the Ezg/iſh had the Government, which prov?da fatal Occaſion of the Maſſacre 
of about ſixty of Our Country-men,One of the Companys Veſlels being taken, and 
the other forc'd to ſecure himſelf by flight ; Upon which, the Xing of Siam has 
proclaim'd War againſt the Company, But with a kind Invitation ot all Eugliſh- 
Mey unconcern'd with them ; to whom he promiſes the ſame Friendſhip as for- 
merly. 

Theſe arebricfIntimationsof thelate legal and Arbitrary Proceedings, which 
though rhey paſs under the Name of the Company, yet are really and juttly char- 


geable ona few ruling Members in the Committee, and particularly on Sir F 0. 
S1.4 CHILD, by whom they have been chicfly, if not folcly, projected and 
perpetrated, He having for ſome years paſt uſurp'd ſuch a Deſpotic Power, and $9- 
vereign Authority over all their Aﬀairs here, as he has taugat his Fmiſaries to 
{ume and praCticeabroad: The Means —_— he has arriv'd to tius arbitrary 


Dominion, being by that pernicions Cuſtom they have amongit them of ma- 
king every 50ol. « Vote, and ſo is 500oo l. Stock, with icme other 
conſiderable Sums that are under his management, -has ſubje&ed the whole 
to his Diſpoſe : And tho' there is {till the Formality of a Committee, accord- 
ing to the number the Charter diredts ; Yet they are all, in efle&t, made 
choice of by himſeif,and Depoſable at his Pleaſure,as appears by the ſtrarge Alte. 
rations have keen lately made in turning out ſo many Gentlemen of know n In- 
tegrity and long Experience in thoſe Affairs, becauſe they would not comply 
with his Unjuſt and Unwarrantable Proceedings ; and ſupplying their Rooms 
with thoſe who have made up what they wanted in other Qualiffcations » by 
their entire Submiſſion to him in all things. 
In Conſideration of the Premiſes, 'tis Humbly Prayd 

That the Preſent Charter be Call'd in, andthat becauſe the Trade may be beſt 
manag'd to a National Advantage by a Company : 

That a New Company be legally confirm'd with a Joynt-Stack, under ſuch a 
Conſtitution, as upon due Confideration ſhall be moſt Adviſeable, And thar 
ſome ſpeedy and Effectual Courſe be taken for the rerrieving our loſt Credit,and 
re-eſtabliſhing our Commerce on ſucha Bottom, as by a Prudent and regular 
Management afterwards, may conduce as well to the Publick Honour” and 
Advantage, as the particular Intereſt of the Adventurers. 


FINTIS. 


